BIG CITY SUNRISE :Sautee-Naccoochee Valley, GA
R I S E A N D S H I N E
Any band whose influences range from David Grisman, Bob Marley and The Allman Brothers to Red Hot Chili Peppers, New Grass Revival, Cake and Stephane Grapelli is likely to offer something of a musical surprise. And that’s exactly what the sextet Big City Sunrise does. Daybreak, the band’s debut, is a veritable melting pot of sounds and styles. The complex “My Love” somehow mixes almost all the aforementioned influences into one song and boasts some exquisite guitar work. Elsewhere they offer a variety of sophisticated music. There’s the jazzy-folk juxtaposition of “Folks” and a wonderful bluesy jam on “Clarice.” The band has been honing its skills in Northeast Georgia. “We couldn’t ask to be a part of a more artistically supportive community,” says bassist Adam Kahn. “They dance holes in the floor every show.” Rhythm guitarist Doug Meads explains the band’s philosophy as “creating a community atmosphere…we believe that community should be the embrace of individuality and the learning that takes place between different walks of life.” Daybreak is highly recommended. The band continues to play in the Southeast but plans to embark on a formal East Coast tour early in 2005. “Having six members helps broaden our range of musical influences,” says guitarist Chris Thacker, adding, “We feel comfortable bringing any genre to the table.” That they certainly do! www.bigcitysunrise.com
